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This devotional is a mixture of scripture and personal stories from our community. It is set 

up with something to read and a question to answer every Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday. We would love if on all of the other days you would take some time reading 

through our heart and vision for Emmaus (pages 2 & 3) allowing it to sink in and spending 
time praying that God would work through us in great ways!!! 

 
 
 
  



 
WE BELIEVE THE CHURCH IS A COMMUNITY WHERE PEOPLE CAN 

encounter jesus, be transformed by jesus, and sent by jesus to our world 
 

from the beginning at emmaus our dream has been to be a place where anyone could 
simply encounter jesus, be transformed by jesus, and sent by jesus. this is what our heart 

pounds for! the life that christ has given us is filled with hope, passion, and power. the 
opportunities and challenges he has given us will fulfill us at the deepest levels of our 

soul. we realize the world we live in is a messy and broken place and our lives are often 
just as messy and broken, but through the work of jesus christ all of that can change. we 

believe that god has called us to embrace this life fully! the opportunities and the 
challenge, the exhilarating and the messy. we want to shed the masks that pretend we 

are perfect, that everything is just fine. we want to wade fully into the reality of this 
broken world that sin has created being a church that doesn’t pay lip service to christ’s 
kingdom but truly endeavoring to live it out. while this may seem refreshing to many it is 
important to realize it is often chaotic, disorganized, and painful but it is our belief that as 
we do this people will understand god’s heart for them, receive hope, experience the holy 

spirits power, and ultimately be rescued by the work of jesus. 
 

encounter 
god is in pursuit of us and wants to show himself real everyday of our lives. he knows us and is 
constantly at work through his word, prayer, and gathering of believers so that we can know him 
too. 

 

transformed 
jesus saves us from our sin and rescues us out of our brokenness. he restores us, filling us with 
his power that transforms us into new creations, overcomes sin, and truly sets us free. 

 

sent 
we have been adopted into god’s family with a purpose to ultimately be sent out to proclaim and 
demonstrate his kingdom. we are called to lay down our lives and live as missionaries for him, 
here and now. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

for a deeper look into what encounter, transformed, sent looks like please check out 
www.emmausspokane.com/ets 

 
  



 encounter 
we gather together weekly as a whole church to encounter god 
each week we look forward to a time of rich community, deep celebration, introspection and 
worship, all in light of what god has done for us through christ. we want to weekly be in a place 
where people can share their stories of god’s presence in their lives, where honesty is valued even 
when it is messy and challenging, and jesus is proclaimed not simply as a sunday school answer but 
as the one who has rescued us, here and now and for all eternity. 

 
 

collective worship 
gathering each week as a whole church to sing, learn, and connect 

sundays 10:00am 
 

connect 
special events providing an opportunity for specified groups of people to connect 

men, women, teens, kids 
 
 
 

 transformed 
we scatter weekly in smaller communities to live out transformation 
above all we want you to know jesus and experience his transformative power in your life. the bible 
tells us this happens best through discipleship, a very intentional process in which followers of jesus 
join together to live lives that are continuously growing in spiritual maturity. at emmaus the first step 
into this are pop up communities. these communities meet on a regular basis with an emphasis on 
understanding this new life god has called us to. 

 
 

pop up communities 
short term discipleship communities (2-10 weeks) with a specific target to focus on 

new comers, financial peace, recovery, marriage, how to’s, basics of faith, q&a 
 
 
 

 sent 
we join together in discipleship communities as we are sent into our world 
church is so much more then attending a weekly service, it is a body of people who demonstrate 
god’s kingdom in tangible ways. we have all been given gifts, have certain passions, and dreams 
that god has placed in us. he fills us, empowers us, and sends us into our world as salt and light. 

 
 

missional events 
events that we either initiate or participate in as an inroad to our neighborhood, city, or world 

christmas in perry, easter egg hunt, perry street fair 
 

ministry teams 
discipleship communities with a specific gifting & passion to serve our weekly gathering 

kids team, hospitality team, speaking team, music team, production team 
 

missional initiatives 
discipleship communities with a specific calling to reach a particular area or people group 

grant, youth, liberty park apartments 
 
  



Encountering Jesus Tony Proctor 
 
He will take pity on the weak and the needy and save the needy from death.    Psalms 72:13 
 
 
I was searching.  For years I was searching.  I tampered with Catholicism as a child, 
looked toward Taoism and Buddhism in college, and reached toward Mother Nature 
while hiking the Appalachian Trail.  All fell short of what I needed.   
One day I was walking around downtown Baltimore.   It was a typical summer day.  I was 
out enjoying the weather, when suddenly I noticed a homeless man.  The homeless are 
everywhere in Baltimore, but there was something different about this one.  It wasn’t how 
he looked, or how he acted…it was something in my heart.  Out of the blue, without any 
caution or fear, I walk right up to him and began a conversation.  He didn’t ask for 
anything, but I saw he was in need.  His legs were deeply swollen and he let me know he 
had AIDs.   I helped him up, lifted his arm over my shoulder, and we walked.  I brought 
him to a pharmacy, purchased some bandages and made sure he received some 
medical care.  Then we left each other, both smiling, knowing something special 
happened that day. 
I was 15 when I encountered the homeless man.  My years of searching happened after 
that event.  Years later I realized it was Jesus who brought us together.  Jesus 
encountered both of us that day.  He changed my heart when I saw the man and took 
away my fear.  He gave the homeless man the confidence to tell me about his AIDS and 
to trust a child.  
 He gave me the ability to take pity on the weak and needy, and He saved both of us 
from death that day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question 
What’s your story of your initial encounter with God? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday September 16th  



 
Acts 16: 13-34  
 
The Conversion of Lydia 
13 And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, where we supposed there was 
a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had come together. 14 One who 
heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a 
worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. 15 And after 
she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be 
faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us.  
Paul and Silas in Prison 
16 As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination 
and brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and us, crying out, 
“These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation.” 18 And 
this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, turned and said to the 
spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very 
hour.  
19 But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and 
dragged them into the marketplace before the rulers. 20 And when they had brought them to the 
magistrates, they said, “These men are Jews, and they are disturbing our city. 21 They advocate 
customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to accept or practice.” 22 The crowd joined in 
attacking them, and the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders to beat them with 
rods. 23 And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, ordering 
the jailer to keep them safely. 24 Having received this order, he put them into the inner prison and 
fastened their feet in the stocks.  
The Philippian Jailer Converted 
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them, 26 and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the 
prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone’s bonds were 
unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword 
and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul cried with a 
loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29 And the jailer called for lights and rushed 
in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them out and said, 
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved, you and your household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were 
in his house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was 
baptized at once, he and all his family. 34 Then he brought them up into his house and set food 
before them. And he rejoiced along with his entire household that he had believed in God.  
 
 
 
 

Question 
Spend some time thinking about defining moments of your life when you encountered 

God in a special way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday September 18th  



Encountering Jesus Alex Smith 
 
I first encountered Jesus by the grace of God and His perfect timing. This encounter was 
while reading the New Testament as a young adult. I was not raised in a Christian home, 
but as a child I always had faith. I felt a strong relationship with God the Father, and I 
knew I loved Jesus- but I didn't really know much about him. One day, I prayed and 
asked God to show me what I was missing. I felt him tell me, “Jesus.” I opened my Bible 
and started reading the Gospels, then parts of the New Testament that I'd never really 
dived into before. Jesus radically changed my heart, my desires, and my life from that 
moment on. In this encounter, he revealed so much about himself to me and also the life 
he wanted for me. 
 
Some specific verses that changed my life in this first encounter stand out to me: 
Romans 8:1 "There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus." 
This blew me away. I had carried a lot of guilt about the things that I had done wrong. I 
thought surely my past sins made me unwanted by God. Knowing that God wants to 
forgive and love us is an amazing feeling. When we are in Christ, God sees us as His 
children whom he wants to cover with his grace and love, even when we make mistakes. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has 
passed away; behold, the new has come." This is one of the most freeing promises that 
God gives to us. We have been made new!  Nobody can convince us that we can't 
change or be redeemed. To know that we can be new creations in Christ should bring us 
overwhelming joy and hope. 
 
Ephesians 2:13,19 "But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ....So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 
you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God.” It gave me 
great comfort to know that although I had been far off, I could still be brought near. I 
could be a child of God. What a good God we serve, that He would send His only Son for 
the salvation of sinners, and grant eternal life to those who believe. 
 
Matthew 7:7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 
opened to you." If you seek Jesus, you will find him. He was there in my first real, 
powerful encounter those years ago. He is waiting for us with open arms, no matter 
where we've been or what we've done. He loves all of us more than we can comprehend 
and he wants to reveal his love and glory to us. Encountering Christ and living life with 
Him is a beautiful and amazing blessing that I pray everyone will come to experience. 
 
 
 
 

Question 
How have you encountered God while you have been reading his word? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday September 20th  



Luke 19: 1-10  
 
He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 And behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus. He 
was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account 
of the crowd he could not, because he was small in stature. 4 So he ran on ahead and climbed up 
into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the 
place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your 
house today.” 6 So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully. 7 And when they saw it, 
they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” 8 And Zacchaeus stood 
and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded 
anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” 9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this 
house, since he also is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”  
 
 
 
 

Question 
After you encountered Jesus what things did you immediately know you wanted to let go 

of? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday September 23rd  



Transformed by Jesus Sarah Proctor 
 
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect 
will.  - Romans 12:2 
 
I am a slow work in progress. I am thankful that God is patient and kind and He loves me 
through my questioning and stubborn nature.  
I did not grow up in a believing family. We were broken and dysfunctional. I was taught 
that if I wanted to break the family cycle, my future was in my hands. Desirable character 
traits such as being independent, diligent, dependable and strong would allow me to be 
and do anything in this world. I was self-sufficient, never asking for help. Embarrassed to 
admit my family and I had faults, I would show the outside world my perfections.   
I grew up in a small, God fearing town. My friends all came from good homes. Their 
parents were still married, had traditional Christian beliefs and raised their kids to love 
God. My close friends and parents knew my “real” story and loved me anyway. I never 
understood why, but was so thankful. 
Because I saw great qualities in my friend’s families, I was ready to learn more about God 
in my early adult years and was a believer shortly after.  That was 18 years ago… 
It is freeing to understand that I can let go and let God take over. I am not in control, even 
when I think I am. He has been peeling away the layers of my independence and 
stubbornness for years with many more to go. Some layers are much more difficult to 
remove than others. I hold onto the beliefs I was raised with yet He continues to pursue 
me and mold me into His likeness.  
I don’t have all the answers. I’m not perfect or have it all under control. I’m learning to 
lean on my Savior and learning to let go.  
I am a slow work in progress and He will transform me into His vision. 
 
 
 

Question 
What pattern of sin do you tend to hold on to or revert to in your life? 

How does the gospel speak to that? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday September 25th  



2 Corinthians 5:16-21  
 
16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded 
Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is 
a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who 
through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ 
God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting 
to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  
 
 
 
 
 

Take time to write out how God has and is currently transforming you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday September 27th  



Sent by Jesus Tric & Tyler McGuffin 
 
1 John 4:4 "Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for He who is in you is 
greater than He who is in the world." 
 
1 John 5:4 "For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory 
that has overcome the world--our faith." 
 
The quote, "show business," which is so incorporated into our view of christian work 
today, has caused us to drift far from Our Lord's conception of discipleship.  It is instilled 
in us to think that we have to do exceptional things for God; we have not.  We have to be 
exceptional in ordinary things, to be holy in mean streets, among mean people, 
surrounded by sordid sinners. That is not learned in 5 minutes.  -- Oswald Chambers 
 
Our passion has been the youth in the rugged streets of South Perry. This particular 
group of youth has been most challenging. It has taken us 3 years waiting patiently until 
the moment we can openly and passionately talk about Jesus Christ. Our biggest 
challenge is meeting their needs at their level, unlike any other youth group. The purpose 
is to show them the love of Jesus. Not through shows or programs, but by everyday 
Jesus living life. God has taught us so much on how to be loving towards those who 
reject you, endure scorn for what you believe, and patience with those who condemn you 
for your one true love Jesus Christ. This is the Youth we are working with. Replacing 
Jesus with their own view of how life should be lived and what to believe.  
 
We are delighted that the Lord has given us these youth to steward and disciple. And we 
pray continually that the gospel is revealed to their hearts and we continue to show bold 
love. 
 
 
 

Question 
What holds you back from laying down your life to serve Jesus in His mission on this 

earth? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday September 30th  



Isaiah 6:1-8 Anna Debenidictis 
 
In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train 
of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he 
covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called to another 
and said:  
 
                  “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;  
                  the whole earth is full of his glory!”  
 
4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was 
filled with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!”  
6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your 
guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.”  
 
8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, 
“Here I am! Send me.”  
 
 
 

Question 
Where is God sending you? To whom is God sending you? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday October 2nd  



Sent by Jesus Travis Scholten 
 
The LORD said to Abram, "Leave your Country, your People and your Father's Household and go to 
the Land I will show you." Genesis 12:1 
 
Over the last few years, (because it has taken that long) God has been steadily and 
faithfully showing me just how corrupt and broken the world is around me and how well I 
blend in.....Not stand out. I have had to acknowledge that I have lived much of my life, 
not by faith, but rather desire that I couldn't yet satisfy by my own means.  Sure, I have 
always trusted Him for my salvation, but am I living right now, like I am trusting Him for 
this evening or tomorrow?  I can say that aside from troublesome events, I have not lived 
by active daily, dependent faith, because here in America, in my pop and church culture 
and in my family dynamics; I haven't had to. 
  
For Abram the above command was literal.  For me, it is more metaphorical, but no less 
of a command.  Of course, in my sin nature, I first resisted and denied his call, as my 
flesh hates to change and doesn't cooperate willingly.  So, in the most steady and faithful 
of ways, he began to pull out my support structures, familiar joys and all of my flesh-
endorsing identity feeding grounds that were not based in Him.  What had worked in my 
personal relationships, business life and even my relationship with God, suddenly didn't 
work anymore.  Oh, the initial pain and panic of ignorance lost and the call to maturity, 
forced upon me by the gentle restraint of His grace to allow me to keep living 
independently from Him.     
  
He was and still is, calling me to somewhere new, somewhere different.   A place of 
relationship and intimacy, enforced by my dependence and rewarded by His daily bread.  
A place where the casual, comfortable, lazy relationship that I have with God is utterly 
burned up and consumed by His intense desire and love for me.  For our God is a 
consuming fire....    
  
His call to leave my comfort and what is familiar is growing stronger now, as is my desire 
to do so.  It is a daily required choice that I make every morning.  That choice is endorsed 
moment by moment as I choose to trust and look to Him who is unseen to help me 
navigate, love and display Jesus to that which I see all around me.  I cannot tell you yet, 
where it is with Him that I shall arrive.  However, I do know that it will be far more intense 
than the Christianity I learned from my country, people and even my father's household.     
  
Acts 17:28a (NIV)  'For in Him, we live, move and have our being.'   ........LITERALLY !! 
Take time to reflect back on this passage and spend some time writing out some 
personal applications to your life. 
 
 
 

Question 
How have you seen God make you uncomfortable in an effort to get you to move out into 

something new? 
 
 
 
 

Friday October 4th 


