
Advent Week 1 Reading - HOPE 
 

This morning we light the first candle of the Advent wreath. This is the candle of HOPE. With 
Christians around the world, we use this light to help us prepare our hearts and minds for the 
coming of God’s Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. May we receive God’s light as we hear the 
words of the prophet Isaiah: 

Isaiah 9:1-5 
1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into 
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made 
glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.  
2        The people who walked in darkness  
      have seen a great light;  
                  those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,  
      on them has light shone.  
            3       You have multiplied the nation;  
      you have increased its joy;  
                  they rejoice before you  
      as with joy at the harvest,  
      as they are glad when they divide the spoil.  
            4       For the yoke of his burden,  
      and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor,  
      you have broken as on the day of Midian.  
            5       For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult  
      and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire.  
 
The disciple John tells us about John the Baptist and this coming Savior Jesus Christ… 

John 1:6-9 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear 

witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light. 9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into 

the world.  
 
Later in John’s gospel Jesus completes this message by affirming who he is… 

John 8:12 
12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  

 
Jesus is the Christ. This is the testimony of John the Baptist. For all the greatness of John the 
Baptist; for all the wisdom, powerful work and changed lives – John is clear: don’t confuse me 
with the one who is much greater than I, Jesus Christ. 
This Christmas season, let the light of Jesus Christ shine out of darkness, let his light shine in 
our hearts so that we may have the knowledge of the glory of God. 
 
 

Prayer 
 
  


